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Welcome to Bamford Academy
At Bamford Academy we provide the first
important steps on a child’s amazing journey
of lifelong learning. We are a school that enjoys
being ahead of the rest: the first Primary
Academy in Rochdale and the first to be awarded
the prestigious British Council International
Schools Award in recognition for outstanding
international curriculum development. Our
academic standards are very high with results
consistently above the national average in
both Key Stages over the last 10 years. Here at
Bamford Academy, we have created a place of
enthusiastic learning, high achievement and
love, a caring and happy environment, which
encourages our children to enjoy life and thrive.
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“INSPIRING TO ACHIEVE.”

Our holistic approach to education combines
academic excellence with a profound
commitment to the spiritual and moral
development of all our children. At Bamford
Academy we have a strong sense of community
and belonging yet we promote an ethos of
individuality, where children can explore their
sense of self and become proud of their own
unique talents and contribution to the world.

We provide a broad, child-centred curriculum,
with myriad enrichment opportunities to give our
children the richest possible school experience.
At Bamford Academy, school is fun, our children
and staff are happy, they feel challenged and
stimulated and enjoy success as a result. We try

our utmost to make school a great place to be.
Parents are welcome and a valued part of our
school community. We guarantee you and your
child will love your time with us.

Come and visit the team at Bamford Academy and
discover more about us.
We look forward to meeting you.

Lisa Matthews BA(Hons), MA, PGCE, MScEd, NPQH
Principal

‘EDUCATION IS
“EDUCATION
IS
NOT
THE
FILLING
OF
NOT THE FILLING OF
A
PAIL,
IT’S
THE
A PAIL, IT’S THE
LIGHTING
OF A
A FIRE”
FIRE’
LIGHTING OF
WILLIAM
WILLIAM BUTLER
BUTLER
YEATS
YEATS

At Bamford Academy we:
•
•
•

•
•
•

School Vision

.

“INSPIRING TO ACHIEVE”

In our school, children and adults flourish by being
part of a positive, happy, caring and safe community
which sees challenge as a doorway to discovery,
persistence as an opportunity for growth and success
as going confidently in the direction of our dreams to
live the life we imagine.

always put the children FIRST

are transparent in our actions, which are 		
right, just and fair

are always positive, show enthusiasm, 		
energy, joy and take responsibility for the
energy we bring into this space
cultivate a mindset of transformation
are ‘Team’ focused

value outstanding practice leading to 		
outstanding outcomes for children.

The School Day
7.30am – 8.40am

Peacocks Breakfast Club

11.30am – 1.15pm

Lunch period

8.40am – 3.00pm

School Day

(staggered to allow the children as much space as possible to play)
3.00pm – 6.00pm

Peacocks After School Club
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An Inspiring Curriculum
At Bamford Academy, we recognise and
respect the uniqueness of each child. Our
creative curriculum weaves artistic and
practical disciplines into everyday activities.
Students learn to follow their curiosity, to think
creatively and to work both independently and
cooperatively with others. We pique a child’s
curiosity and nurture and encourage their
innate gifts, while instilling in them integrity,
compassion, confidence, a sense of adventure
and a hunger for challenge!

Core subjects
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Teaching the core subjects is the backbone of
our curriculum and we have expert teachers

who lead on core subjects Phonics, Maths,
English and Science to ensure outstanding
results. We explore other aspects of the
curriculum such as History, Geography,
PHSE, RE, Philosophy, Art & DT via our cross
curricular Learning Challenge so pupils learn
how to make connections and transfer skills.

Performing Arts

Our Artist in Residence, a professional actress
and musical theatre practitioner, delivers our
Drama curriculum and prepares the children
excellently for the prestigious LAMDA public
speaking examinations. Each year our children
receive distinctions in this area and some

children have secured roles on TV and in
advertising. All children have the chance to
perform frequently throughout the year.

Physical Education

The school has excellent facilities, enabling the
children to take part in a wide range of indoor
and outdoor activities. Specialist coaches
from Rochdale AFC, Rochdale Hornets and
Rishworth School deliver PE sessions and after
school clubs. We also have links with Rochdale
Lacrosse and Judo clubs.

Languages

From Reception upwards the children receive

Spanish lessons from a native Spanish speaker.
In Year 5 & 6, pupils have the opportunity to
learn French in preparation for secondary
education and a trip to Paris in the Summer
term. Other languages are explored through
cultural exchanges with international schools
all over the world, in International Week and
during the Learning Challenge dimension of the
curriculum.

Music

Bamford encourages a love of music. Children
are taught to sing, play instruments, read music
and create compositions. Our specialist music
teachers have performed professionally and
not only teach music but also performance. The
school choir and handbell team have enjoyed
considerable success in a number of music
festivals.

ICT and Media
Computer science skills are taught throughout
the school. We have a specialist Media suite
where the children are able to film and edit their
own short films and animations, some of which
have been entered in previous years in the
Manchester Film Festival. Wireless connection
is available throughout the school and each class
has its own set of ipads. Children may bring
their own device if they wish. Each classroom is
also equipped with an interactive Apple touch
screen TV.

Islamic mosque, Buddhist temple, Jewish
synagogue and Hindu temple.

Children are also taught a range of values. For
example our five Bamford Academy Golden
Behaviours:
•

•
•
•
•

Be kind and caring

Always tell the truth
Show gratitude

Respect yourself

Always do your best

Religious Education

Philosophy for Children

This school is non-denominational and follows
the locally agreed syllabus for religious
education. Collective Worship takes place each
day, mostly of a Christian nature, however,
we frequently have visiting speakers from a
variety of religious orders and during their time
at Bamford, children visit a Christian church,

Philosophy for Children (P4C) centres on
teaching thinking skills and the ability to
question and reason. It is a student-led, enquiry
based approach to learning. The role of the
teacher in these sessions is to develop children’s
higher level reasoning skills.

‘I CANNOT TEACH
ANYONE ANYTHING,
I CAN ONLY MAKE
THEM THINK…’
SOCRATES
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SMSC

Educational & Residential Visits

Social, moral, cultural and spiritual
dimensions permeate every other aspect of our
curriculum. Our PSHE scheme has mindfulness
at its heart and children are taught meditation
and visualization. Rights and responsibilities
for children are clearly sign posted throughout
the school and the children have designed
their own versions of the articles of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children
are also part of School Council Curriculum
Committee, the Bamford buddies programme
and Eco Committee.

We encourage staff to make effective use of
the local area and places of interest within
travelling distance. Each term each unit will
participate in an educational visit linked to
their topic of study. A full risk-assessment
is undertaken prior to the visit and also a
member of staff will visit the site before the
trip. All visits are approved by the directors
prior to taking place.

In Key Stage 2, the children have the
opportunity to go on residential visits. In
Year 3 & 4 there is a weekend at Robinwood
Activity Centre in Alston, where they have the
opportunity to undertake a number of outdoor
activities over the course of three days, usually
at the beginning of May. In Year 5 & 6 there are
opportunities to take part in a residential visit
to London with all the usual site seeing and
also a week long residential either camping in
the UK or in a hotel in Europe. There are costs
to take part in these trips, but arrangements
can be made to spread payments over the year.

International Links
Bamford Academy is proud to hold the
DfE International Award for outstanding
development of the International dimension in
the curriculum. We first obtained this award in
2005, again in 2008, for the third time in 2011
and have since been reaccredited.
Each year we hold an International Week
where children choose a country and learn
aspects of the language, traditional foods,
stories, religion and beliefs, famous buildings
and landmarks and many other areas.

We have our own native Spanish teacher who
teaches Spanish to all children from Reception
to Year 6. They learn simple conversations

in Reception and progress to writing and
grammar as they move up the school. Our
school choir also sings in different languages at
a number of festivals throughout the year.
We take part in British Council Projects
with other schools internationally. We have
completed projects with schools from Turkey,
Italy, Spain, Belgium, Czech Republic, Poland
and Greece. We are also linked with a school
in Mangalore in India. Teacher exchanges take
place each year as part of the British Council’s
Connecting Classrooms project.

visited Cuba – to look at provision for Gifted
& Talented, Sri-Lanka – to train 4 schools in
Literacy and Numeracy, Mauritius – Developing
Creativity, Spain – to develop the teaching of
Spanish and Romania for Art & Creativity.

Our teachers also have the opportunity to
undertake staff development activities by
visiting schools abroad. To date they have
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Peacocks Before
and After
School Club
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At Peacocks before and after school club,
children are encouraged to play, explore and
discover their own talents, gifts and interests
in a safe, caring and vibrant environment. Our
staff are highly trained and experienced in the
areas of child development and can design a
bespoke experience which will allow your child
to grow and develop on their own journey.
Specialist teachers and play workers run our
after school clubs and activities. At Peacocks
we run various clubs throughout the year and
are always planning new clubs and activities to
keep our children challenged and stimulated.
Whatever your child is interested in, we have
a club for them, for example: RAFC Football,
Netball, Athletics, Cricket, Lacrosse, Drama,
Street Dance, Yoga, ICT, Film, Gardening,
Baking, Obstacle Course, Scavenger Hunt, Arts
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and Crafts, Cartoon Drawing, Lego, Hand bells,
Choir.
Our wraparound care runs from 7.30am
– 8.40am and from 3.00pm – 6pm. A light
breakfast is provided in the morning and a
snack tea in the afternoon session. A charge is
made for this service.
Peacocks also run theme week clubs in school
holidays.

Admissions &
Organisation
Admissions

There are 45 Reception Places available at
Bamford Academy. If requests for places do
not exceed this number then all applicants
will be admitted. However, if the number
of applications is greater than this number,
then the Admissions Committee will consider
applications in accordance with the Academy’s
published Admissions Policy. A copy of the
Admissions Policy and further information
about the admissions procedure, is provided at
the back of this booklet.

School meals

School meals, available to all our children, are
cooked on the premises and there is a wide
variety of choice including vegetarian and halal
meals each day. We operate a “healthy eating
policy” and children are encouraged to choose
healthy foods. Our on site allotment, tended
by the gardening club, provides much of the
organic food used by the kitchen.

Behaviour Policy

At Bamford Academy we expect first class
standards of behaviour. Staff, parents and
pupils work together to create a positive
atmosphere in which effective learning can
take place.

Individual, class and team awards are made on
a regular basis to reward special achievements
and excellent behaviour. You can find a detailed
behaviour policy at the rear of this booklet.

Safeguarding

The school is monitored by 24 hour CCTV
to ensure the safety of the children and
equipment. All entrances and playgrounds
are covered under this system and the data is
recorded. We have two Safeguarding Officers,
one for KS1 and one for KS2 and a Pastoral
Team who are highly trained in identifying
children at risk and will intervene or make
a referral to social care or other agencies if
necessary.

Class Organisation

Children are allocated a class according to
their date of birth. During your child’s time
with us (s)he is continually assessed by the
class teacher. There are 6 formal assessment
points throughout the year and reports are
sent to parents at the end of every term.

School Uniform

There is a school uniform for winter and
summer, which we expect every child to wear.
Parents are expected to help the school to
maintain high standards of dress amongst
pupils. Bamford Academy children designed
our uniform which is bespoke, eco-friendly and
supplied locally. Uniform can be ordered via
the school website.
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The Directors and Trustees
- The Board

The Board is responsible for the policies and
practices in our Academy. They represent
different groups and points of view and act as
a link between the school and the community.
They also manage the school budget. The
Board meets formally at least once per month
and at other times as necessary. Trustees
are appointed and elected and represent the
varying aspects of school life.

Parent & Teacher Meetings

We hold Parents’ meetings once per term to
enable you to discuss your child’s progress.
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We have an open door policy every Friday
morning from 8.30 – 8.45 for parents to come
informally into school to see their children’s
classroom, work and teachers.

Home, School & Community Liaison

Here at Bamford, our Community Liaison
Officer assists children and families with
anything they might need. When your child
joins Bamford Academy, you become part of
the Bamford family. We run various parent
sessions to help you be part of your child’s
learning. We also run weekly coffee mornings
and we send a weekly newsletter informing
parents of forthcoming events.

We find working in partnership with parents
a very important part of our work here. We
have parents on the board of directors, on the
Events Team, helping in classes or assisting
on trips and functions, supplying uniform and
helping us get involved with Charity work such
as supporting the food bank or fundraising.
We raise money for local, national and
international charities regularly and these
projects are often championed by the children
themselves.

Bamford Academy
at a glance

Teacher Pupil Ratios - Maximum class sizes of
30 in each class, 22/23 in reception, means we
are well resourced to look after the individual
needs of your child.
First-Class Academic Results - We
consistently score as one of the top schools in
the region with attendance at 97%.
Technology Brought to Life - ipads, iMacs,
green screen, Bamford Academy radio and
Apple TV are part of every day life but we are
constantly developing this area.

Specialist Teaching - Specialist teachers
deliver drama, music, languages and sports.

Wraparound care - A wide range of activities
are available to the children before and after
the school day, from 7.30am until 6pm.
Staff Strengths - Our staff are high achievers
and participate in extensive CPD (Continuous
Professional Development). The school
directors have extensive experience in
industry as well as education to ensure the
smooth running of the academy.
Cultural Development - Overseas exchanges
are undertaken to and from countries such
as Spain, France, Italy, Ireland, Cuba, India
and Romania to help encourage the cultural
development of your child.

Excellent School Links - We regularly
network with other primary and secondary
schools locally, regionally and internationally
to share best practice and spark innovation.

Local Community Involvement - We
encourage parent participation in our school
and offer classes and activities for parents.
We are involved in many community activities
whether it be fundraising, outreach work or
inviting the community to celebrate success
with us.

We hope you have found this brochure informative. If you would like to visit
the school please telephone 01706 631496 to make an appointment.

We look forward to meeting you.

Bamford Academy
Belgium Street, Bamford
Rochdale
OL11 5PS
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Tel: 01706 631496
Email: office@bamfordacademy.co.uk
www.bamfordacademy.co.uk
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