
Benefits for pupils 

Academic results are consistently among the 
highest in the region.

It recruits teachers who are positive, dynamic and 
inspirational with a deep sense of integrity.

Exceptional avenues for achievement in the 
performance arts.

With an outstanding curricular and extra-curricular 
programme, each day consists of a mix of enriching 
indoor and outdoor activities.

Children are encouraged in their innate gifts.

The holistic approach to education combines 
academic excellence with a strong commitment to 
the spiritual and moral development of children.

Bamford Academy
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Bamford Academy in Rochdale recognises the 
uniqueness of every child, with a creative curriculum 
weaving artistic and practical disciplines into everyday 
activities. Academic standards at Bamford are very high, 
with results consistently above the national average. The 
Academy has created a place of enthusiastic learning, 
with a caring environment encouraging children to enjoy 
life and thrive. 

Experienced Principal Lisa Matthews has taught in the 
UK, Ireland, South Korea and Thailand, and has previously 
been a teacher trainer for the University of Manchester 
and the British Council in Southeast Asia. She said: “We 
share an intense commitment to do the very best for the 
children, to use all our skills to do whatever it takes to 
make this school into the very best it can be.” 

Through project-based learning, students tackle a 
challenging curriculum in ways that are engaging 
and meaningful. The academy has two expert native 
Spanish teachers, one of which is also a member of the 
prestigious UNESCO International Dance Council (CID), 
so the pupils benefit from rich cultural experiences. The 
values of Respect, Perseverance and Positivity permeate 
all learning at Bamford. Meditation, reflection and 
mindfulness are daily activities.

Courses & facilities

Bamford provide myriad opportunities to give 
children the richest possible school experience. It has 
exceptional sports facilities and curricular and extra-
curricular courses include ballet and contemporary 
dance, football, gymnastics, athletics, netball, archery, 
multi-sports, basketball, rugby, swimming and martial 
arts; As Lisa told us: “Life at Bamford is hard work but 
fun with relentless activities and community events.” 

Whatever your child’s interests, the school has a club 
for them, from sports to gardening, baking and arts 
and crafts. The Academy now offers an exciting Multi 
Activity Holiday Club, running during half term and 
part of the summer. School meals are cooked on the 
premises with a wide variety of choices including 
vegetarian and halal, and an onsite allotment provides 
much of the produce.

Performing Arts

The performing arts have been a particular area of 
excellence throughout Bamford’s history. Former head 
teacher, Cherie Rivero, was an industry professional 
who starred in Emmerdale and she brought her 
expertise and contacts to Bamford. The Academy is 
home to the prestigious Rush Performing Arts, run by 
Coronation Street star Debbie Rush and her daughter 
Poppy. A number of alumni have gone on to achieve 
tremendous success in performing arts as actors or 
dancers or on TV in commercials. Each year Bamford 
pupils perform at national events such as Young Voices 
and the Shakespeare Schools Festival. Some children 
have even appeared on Britain’s Got Talent.

Why Bamford?

The Academy holds the British Council International 
Award for its outstanding cultural curriculum and 
has partner schools in India, Mexico and Colombia. 
Children are taken all over Europe as part of the 
Comenius project, and an annual trip to London and 
the Houses of Parliament teaches children about 
democracy and the rule of law. Bamford is always on 
the lookout for unique experiences for children to be 
involved in, showing them they can be anything they 
want to be. Each year the Academy runs a yoga retreat 
to the home of the World Peace Flame in Snowdon to 
encourage a love of nature and spirituality in children. 

As a World Peace Flame school, the Academy has a 
vision to be carbon neutral. Bamford operate a print 
one, plant one policy, and have the Woodland Trust 
Silver Award for conservation. Climate change is 
everyone’s responsibility and the Academy are working 
with Passive Schools on a unique development – the 
first of its kind in the UK – to replace the current building 
with an award winning Passivehaus, eco structure which 
supports pupils’ learning about sustainability, global 
citizenship, wellbeing and oneness with nature. Watch 
this space!


