
 

20th March whole class photographs - by Tempest 

1st April School Nurse for Reception Unit (height, weight 

and ear check) 

 

 

 

Bamford Academy – Inspiring to Achieve 

  
Newsletter             
Issue (8)13th March 2020  
 
   Be Positive, Be Respectful, Persevere 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers 

As you are aware, we are taking sensible precautions 

to respond to the current situation with COVID19 

(Coronavirus) and as such there will be no Friday 

morning coffee or drop in classrooms until further 

notice. We do apologise for this, but we are sure you 

will agree that these sensible precautionary measures 

to be taken for the time being. We would like to 

thank you in advance for your cooperation, 

understanding and continuous support. 

Many Thanks 

Bamford Academy     



A Message from our Academy’s Principal, Ms. Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bamford Academy 

REMOTE LEARNING PLAN 

DETAILS OF REMOTE LEARNING 
STRATEGY TO BE ADOPTED 

In the event of high teacher absence whereby the school cannot provide a safe pupil-
teacher ratio, individual classes will be sent home and taught remotely. For remote 
learning, the academy will adopt a number of strategies to continue learning, including 
but not limited to:  

• video lessons where practicable 

• activities and contact with the teacher via Showbie (KS2) and DB Primary 
(KS1).  

• Students will also access Spelling Shed, TT Rockstars and E-books on Oxford 
Owl to continue reading on the reading scheme. Free readers can continue 
with their reading book and take an additional free reader home. 

• Specialist Teachers for Spanish and Music will email content to the class 
teacher who will upload it to Showbie and DB Primary 

• Teachers will set PE activities which pupils can complete at home supervised 
by an adult with instructions regarding health and safety 

The school will communicate the decision to adopt the Remote Learning Plan to 
parents as soon as possible so parents can prepare.  
Parents must ensure children have access to a secure wifi connection and a 
compatible device such as a laptop, ipad or tablet. 
If parents have difficulty accessing IT facilities, they must contact the Principal 
immediately and the academy will find a solution for them. 

ELECTRONIC LEARNING ONLY Determine how many pupils have access to I.T facilities and the 
internet/e-mail 
Latest figures indicate all students have access to IT facilities/email 

Consider the option of loaning tablets/ ipads/laptops to pupils 
Approximately 16 pupil chromebooks in school. 120 kindle fires. 28 ipads. 13 
laptops (teachers) 

Can pupils with no laptops gain access through other means 
Hard copy from identified site DB Primary/Showbie or access via mobile 
device 

Ensure electronic learning platforms are secure and protected from 
viruses 
All learning platforms secure and protected through secure cloud based 
solutions 

Ensure access to the learning platform away from the school (if school 
access is denied)  
DB Primary, Showbie, TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed, Oxford Owl via wifi 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 The Prime Minister has taken the decision not to close schools; however, teachers are prepared, and we have a plan in 

place should that decision be reviewed in the coming weeks. Please review our Remote Learning Plan and do not hesitate 

to contact me in the first instance if you have any questions. We understand how much pressure a school closure will put 

on working parents and we are very much hoping school will stay open and our containment measures are sufficient. 

Thank you for your continued support and understanding at this difficult time.                          Lisa Matthews   (Principal) 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+notice+clipart&id=7E6FCFD3C3F7427BF5CDEC52FBFC4FD212CDDEC8&FORM=IQFRBA


MATERIAL PREPARATION 
 

Identify any core materials that can be developed now 
Section on DB Primary where activities can be pre-set. Materials uploaded to 
Showbie. Units have planned together 1 week in advance so materials can be 
adapted. Directed time given over to materials preparation which can be 
delivered and accessed remotely. 
Teachers informed of possibility of impending school closure and to develop 
materials accordingly. 

Identify how much material has to be prepared to enable 1 week’s worth 
of remote learning (general materials) 
See above re. planning.  

Ensure materials can be stored electronically and accessed off-site in 
case access to the school is denied. Material access is cloud based - DB 
Primary access, Showbie access, Spelling Shed, TT Rockstars. 

Identify the person/s responsible for developing learning materials now 
and during any period of closure ClassTeachers/Specialist 
Teachers/Curriculum Leads/Unit Leads 

DELIVERY AND COLLECTION 
METHODS 

Detail below the method of delivery and collection of remote learning 
materials (hard copy or electronic) 
DB Primary and Showbie where students can log onto work and activities preset. 

Arrangements for collection of hard copy could be made in extreme circumstances. 

Teachers to contact the Principal the same day if any child is unable to access the 

online material or is not engaging. 

We will seek to continue to deliver teaching to all KS2 classes via online methods for 

the duration of any closure during term time. 

EYFS and KS1 will have work set electronically as far as is practicable. 

DB Primary will be the main vehicle for delivery of teaching in KS1, Showbie in KS2.  

We will use the normal timetable as the structure for teaching. 

Specific tasks and activities will be set for each lesson. 

As far as possible, teachers will be online on DB Primary or Showbie for the duration 

of the lesson, monitoring pupils' work and giving feedback via private / class 

comments. 

Pupils are expected to also remain online for the duration of the lesson and to 

complete and submit work set in accordance with instructions. 

If the class teacher is unwell the relevant Unit Leader will set work, where practicable 

to do so. 

Refer any children not completing work to the Principal on a daily basis. 

 

REMOTE SUPPORT AND MARKING 
 
 
 
 
 

Detail system for providing remote learning support, marking and feedback 
Electronically, work completed sent to staff area on DB Primary and/or Showbie for 
marking and assessment. Hard copy could be delivered back to which ever building 
was operating on the school site but electronic delivery is preferred. 

 
 

ALTERNATIVE SITE 

Identify an alternative site where the remote learning requirements (e.g. 
material preparation, delivery and support) can be delivered from in case 
access to the school is denied 

In case of self isolation, school admin and teaching staff to work from home. 
All school admin is now cloud based. 



 
  

Government announces move from Contain to Delay phase  

The Government announced that we are moving from the Contain phase of the coronavirus action plan and into the 

Delay phase, in response to the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.  

To support the delay of the spread of the virus, the Department for Health and Social Care has asked anyone who 

shows certain symptoms to stay at home for 7 days, regardless of whether they have travelled to affected areas. This 

means people should stay at home and avoid all but essential contact with others for 7 days from the point of 

displaying mild symptoms, to slow the spread of infection.          The symptoms are:  

·         A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 

·         A new, continuous cough 

You do not need to call NHS 111 to stay at home. If your symptoms worsen during your stay at home period or are no 

better after 7 days contact NHS 111 online at 111.nhs.uk. If you have no internet access, you should call NHS 111. For a 

medical emergency dial 999.     Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should 

close in response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England.  

The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both children’s education and on the 

workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be. Decisions on future advice to schools will be 

taken based on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower risk group.  

Handwashing advice 

The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves is to wash their hands more often, for at least 20 

seconds, with soap and water. Public Health England recommends that in addition to handwashing before eating, and 

after coughing and sneezing, everyone should also wash hands after using toilets and travelling on public transport.  

 Department for Education coronavirus helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 relating to 

education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as follows:  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday), 10am to 4pm (Saturday to Sunday. You can find update on COVID-19  

on the following link: 

·    https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 Latest Update about COVID19 (coronavirus) from Department of Education 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

  

Bamford Academy precautions against COVID-19  
 
 Dear Parents/Carers; 
  
Ahead of the government’s COBRA meeting later today, I am writing to provide an update on COVID - 19 
(Coronavirus). We are continuing to receive daily updates from the DfE regarding the virus and will act 
accordingly. For instance, the current advice continues to be for education and children's social care settings to 
remain open, unless advised otherwise.  
  
As we have had a confirmed case of Coronavirus in Norden, the academy has taken the decision to implement 
the following measures to protect our children, staff and parents:  
  
With immediate effect, all school events which involve a large number of people gathering will be cancelled until 
further notice. This includes • Friday Coffee Morning • Celebration Assembly • Bamford’s Got Talent • The 
British Tea Party • The Easter Parade  
  
We pride ourselves on our community events and it is indeed unfortunate we have to do this, however, the 
health and safety of our community must come first. We will continue to celebrate The British Tea Party and the 
Easter Parade with children but classes will share their work online rather than gathering together with the 
community.  
  
Within school, we are ensuring that children wash their hands on entry to school, after break, before and after 
lunch and at the end of the day. We have drafted in extra cleaners to fully ensure communal areas of the school 
which see high footfall are sanitised continually throughout the day. Our contractors are also on standby to 
provide a deep clean if necessary. Children and staff will have continued access to hand sanitiser and tissues 
are provided on desks.  
  
If you wish to provide your child with their own mini hand sanitiser or moisturiser, you are welcome to do so. 
Please ensure these products are clearly labelled with your child’s name and class. Similarly, children will be 
accessing the water fountains using their own water bottles so please ensure your child brings a labelled water 
bottle to school with them so they can remain hydrated.  
 
If, as a parent, you come in to school to speak with the office or a member of staff please use the hand sanitiser 
provided. We have dispensed with the shaking of hands following containment guidance so please do not take 
offence.  
  
We are continuing to plan for a situation whereby we are required to close for a period of time. With our use of 
DB Primary, we are well placed to minimise the disruption to pupils' learning.   
  
May I draw your attention to a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, 
parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows:  
  
Phone: 0800 046 8687 Email: 
 DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk          Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)  
  
We will continue to update parents regularly with the government guidance until further notice.   
  
Thank you for your support for the academy and Bamford community at this time.  
  
Yours sincerely 
  
   
Ms L Matthews  Principal 
 

12th March 2020 

 12th March 2019 

 12th March 2019 

mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk


Introducing our Bamford Buddies 
The pupils pictured above are some of our very newly appointed  

Bamford Buddies.  
We have teams of buddies working throughout the year who have undergone 

training both on how to support pupils on the playground to develop sports skills 
and also how to make good use of all the fabulous new equipment we now have 

for breaks and lunchtimes. These are our Sports 
Buddies and wear the yellow caps 

 

The White caps are our Peace buddies who support and medicate and keep our 
community peaceful and harmonious 

 

  

  

 

 

  

Bamford Academy’s Lunchtime Buddies Update 

 



 

We would be eternally grateful 

if anybody happens to have 

any of this equipment lying 

around and be willing to part 

with or could point us in the 

right direction as to where we 

could acquire the equipment 

ourselves 

 

   

Last week Miss Bourke and Miss Daly were lucky 

enough to get to spend the afternoon on a den building 

course at Hollingworth Lake and are eager to enhance 

the children learning experiences outside. 

 As you can see they had lots of fun! 

 They have come back inspired and full of ideas and 

have spent the past week hunting down materials we 

could use in school, they’ve managed to find bits but 

are still in need of some items to create a ‘basic kit 

• Tarpaulin 

• Rope / twine 

• Bamboo canes 

• Camo netting 

• Pegs 

• Old sheets / hessian 

Thank you, from the future 

den builders of Bamford. 

 



 

Our Bamford Academy school hall is available to hire 
for parties and events, outside of school time 

(including the weekend!) 
There is hourly charge for hire  

Please contact our school Site Manager, Mr. Freddie 
Fay if you would be interested in hiring our school 

hall. 
Booking forms can be picked up from the office 

or they can be emailed to you if you wish. 

Contact Freddie: 
 

Mobile:  07770866008 
Or 

office@bamfordacademy.co.uk 
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Well done to  Ducklings   Class 
for being this week’s winners of 

highest attendance! 
 

Class Attendance 

Chicks – 96.1% 

Ducklings – 97.8% 

Robins – 96.9% 

Kingfishers – 91.6% 

Swans – 91.6% 

Falcons – 97.2 % 

Kestrels – 96.1% 

Hawks – 95.1% 

Woodpeckers – 95.9% 

Owls – 96.2% 

Eagles – 92.2% 

 

 

                     

  

 

 

A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR AMAZING WINNERS 
IN OUR CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY FORTHIS WEEK! 
 

 
This Week’s Shining Star is: 

Haniya A. is one of our very talented and bright students. 
She played the LTA County Tour 12& under full ball 
competition last weekend at Alderley Edge Tennis Centre, 
where she ended up being the winner of the tournament. 
 
She was extremely happy with her win as it’s the first time 
she got to play the full ball as she’s only 10 years old, she 
had to beat girls 1 and 2 years older than her, which was a 
real challenge to overcome. 
 
Haniya has also recently represented the County for 
Lancashire Tennis and is really enjoying her progress and 
development in the game. All of us at Bamford Academy 
are extremely proud of Haniya and looking forward to 
hearing about all the progress she makes in the sport she 
mostly enjoys. Here is a picture of our Special Winner 
proudly standing with the rest of her amazing team. Huge 
Well done and Congratulations Haniya !  

 

 



  

     Bamford Pre-school 
Nurturing the roots of Early 

Years 

 

Bamford Academy Kindergarten 
Bamford Community Centre, Dixon 
Fold, Bamford, Rochdale, OL11 5PS 
 

Bamford Academy Pre-school 
Belgium Street, Bamford, Rochdale, 
OL11 5PS 
 

The children took part in lots of 

different activities and dressed 

up as characters from The 

Gruffalo 

The children dressed up in fancy 

dress 

They made crispy cakes with 

chocolate and cornflakes 

 

Kindergarten Opening Times 

Could we please remind parents that Kindergarten 

opens at 9am. If you require your child to start at an 

earlier time could you please speak to Donna.  There 

is an extra charge for earlies 

Kindergarten World Book Day 

The children in the Squeakers Unit read The Hungry 
Caterpillar 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bamford Community Forum would like to welcome you to their Dog Show at Bamford 

Academy. 

Bring the family to see the dogs being put through their paces as they try to impress 

the judges with their agility and skills.  There is bound to be some tumble and giggles 

along the way. 

Dogs love applause and it would be great if you could bring the family and make some 

noise for the dogs. 

There is also the fun of the fair with stalls and music galore. 

It promises to be a fabulous day out for all. 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


