
 

 

 

 

Proposed Change to Bamford Academy Admissions Arrangements 

September 2022 

 

Bamford Academy Consultation 

 

Launch date: 10th November 2020 

Respond by 12th January 2021 

 

Who is this Consultation for ? 

This consultation is for anyone with a role or interest in school admissions : 

a)  parents of children between the ages of two and eighteen;  

b)  other persons in the relevant area who in the opinion of the admission 
authority have an interest in the proposed admissions such as local nurseries; 
local members of parliament. 

c)   admission authorities within the relevant area (except that of secondary 
schools);  

d)   other governing bodies  

e)  any adjoining neighbouring local authorities where the admission authority is 
the local authority; 

Issue date  

This consultation was issued on 10th November 2020  

Enquiries  

Any enquiry related to the proposed change should be directed to Bamford Academy 
Admissions Authority by email at : mlewis@bamfordacademy.co.uk or to Mrs Lewis 
via the school office telephone on 01706 631496. 

Additional copies  

Additional copies are available electronically or can be downloaded from Bamford 
Academy website. 

Your Response 

Please respond either;  

By email  

mailto:mlewis@bamfordacademy.co.uk


 mlewis@bamfordacademy.co.uk 

By post  

Bamford Academy Admissions 2022 Consultation 
Bamford Academy Admissions Authority  
Bamford Academy,  
Belgium Street, Bamford  
Rochdale  

OL11 5PS  

Please can you ensure you provide:  

 your name  
 relevant contact details  
 whether you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation, 

along with your role  
 whether you would like your responses to be kept confidential  

Deadline  

The consultation will close on 12th January 2021.  

The response  

Bamford Academy Trust, being the admission authority of the school, will notify the 
appropriate bodies of its’ full determined admissions arrangements for September 
2022 by 15th March 2021. 

Background  

The community of Bamford has been served by Bamford Pre School (an 
independent community kindergarten and pre-school) in Bamford community centre, 
located adjacent to Bamford Academy, since 1960’s. 

For many years, Bamford Pre-School and Bamford Academy have enjoyed a 
symbiotic relationship, this was further enhanced in September 2018, when Bamford 
Pre-School moved into a part of Bamford Academy’s Early Years Foundation Stage 
Unit. This enabled the Pre-School to further develop outdoor learning provision by 
having access to the outdoor provision and forest areas of the Reception Foundation 
Stage – something which is central to the ethos of both the Pre-School and Bamford 
Academy Reception Foundation Stage. Bamford Kindergarten continues to have sole 
use, during the school day, of Bamford community centre. This has enabled 
increased places to be offered to families, something which will support the Greater 
Manchester Spatial Framework and the proposal for 450 houses to be built off 
Bamford Road. 

Proposal and Rationale  

The proposed change to the Admissions Arrangements for September 2022 is to 
prioritise admission to children attending Bamford Pre School.  



To claim this priority, children must have attended the Bamford Pre-School or 
Kindergarten for a minimum of 2 terms prior to January 2022 and January in all 
subsequent years. Children not meeting this criteria, who attend Bamford Pre-School 
or Kindergarten, will be considered under Section 6 criteria, proximity to the 
Academy. 

Rationale 1 

Prioritisation will maximise the learning of Pre School children  

Bamford Pre-School and the Early Years Reception Foundation Stage work closely 
together to ensure that the curriculum and its pedagogy are tailored and aligned so 
that learning for its pupils is continuous between Bamford Pre- School and Reception 
Foundation Stage. This continuity can be seen in the approaches and resources 
used in developing the foundations of learning and education. Teaching staff in the 
Pre-School and Academy Foundation Stage work closely together to share 
information to provide smother transitions. The close proximity of the learning spaces 
enables Reception Foundation Stage teachers to build positive relationships with 
their Pre-School children during their Pre-School year. This means that when 
children start in Pre-School, they are beginning a bespoke, continuous learning 
journey that will prepare and lay solid foundations to support Bamford Pre-School 
pupils to positively start their school journey into Reception Foundation Stage year 
and beyond. 

Prioritising Bamford Pre-School children into the academy will benefit these pupils by 
ensuring there is a maximum continuity to their education which will maximise their 
learning, attainment and achievement. 

Rationale 2 

Prioritisation will benefit the Emotional Well-being of Pre School children 

Policies at the Pre School reflect Bamford Academy policies so that prior to starting 
school in Reception Foundation Stage, Pre-School children experience the 
Academy’s expectations – this supports and eases their transition into school and 
their parents /carers transition into the Academy. Pre-School uniform policy / 
expectations mirror that of the Academy such that Pre-School children see that they 
look like Bamford Academy pupils and are considered to be part of the Bamford 
Academy Community. The ethos of the Pre-School unit, that children should’ thrive in 
a happy, caring environment,’ reflects the Academy’s Value Message, ‘to attain 
excellence in a happy, caring, safe and dynamic community where all have the 
opportunity to achieve our highest potential for life.’ So much of what is done in the 
Academy is mirrored and reflected in the approaches and ethos of the Pre-School. 
Prioritising these children is in the best interests of these children: for their learning, 
development and education and their physical, mental and emotional well-being.  

Bamford Pre School is located in a part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Unit 
within the physical building of Bamford Academy. Children in Reception Foundation 
Stage and Bamford Pre-School share the outdoor provision space adjacent to their 
classrooms. This enables Pre-School children to become familiar with a part of the 
Reception Foundation Stage learning environment during their Pre-School 
experiences and conversely enables the Reception Foundation stage child to see 
and remain in contact with Bamford Pre-School teachers and its environment, 



supporting the emotional development and well-being of the Bamford Pre-School 
children and their families. 

The location of the Pre-School within the Early Years Foundation Stage Unit, 
supports children’s mental and emotional well-being when they first start school in 
Reception. These children are familiar with the ‘walk to school’ from their ‘walk to 
pre-school’. Reception Foundation Stage becomes an extension of Bamford Pre-
School with children building on their Bamford Pre-School experiences by moving 
across the unit space to the next classroom. Evidence from the last two years intake 
of Bamford Pre-School into the Reception Foundation Stage has shown that Bamford 
Pre-School children settle quickly, are ready to start school and begin learning on 
entry as result of these previous experiences.  

From the very earliest of experiences, Bamford Pre-School children learn and 
become familiar with the ethos of the academy, its environment and its 
expectations/policies. The close relationship between Bamford Pre-School and the 
Academy means that Pre-School children are welcomed and invited to use the 
physical spaces within the Academy such as the school hall, dining halls and 
playground spaces. Pre-School children begin to unconsciously learn about the 
ethos of the school and see expectations and policies being modelled by Academy 
pupils. This builds an understanding of what school, Bamford Academy, is like and 
prepares the Pre-School child for their transition into school - helping them to gain a 
sense of what to expect when they start Reception.  

The transition process can be a process that is unpredictable for both children and 
families and a time of great uncertainty and stress. Prioritising Bamford Pre-School 
children into the Academy will bring a stability to this process for the Pre-School 
children and provide a degree of predictability that will support the well-being of 
pupils and their parents/carers alike. 

Rationale 3 

Prioritisation builds and supports a ‘Bamford Academy Community’ 

Families and children ‘walk to Bamford Pre-School’ alongside the Academy’s pupils 
and parents and so become familiar with the school environment, its staff, other 
families and pupils and surrounding areas. Families and children see themselves as 
a part of ‘The Bamford Community,’ following the same uniform policy and sharing 
the same learning environment – something which is supportive to families as they 
start out with their child on their first steps to education. Families of Bamford Pre-
School integrate into the fabric of Academy attending many Academy events across 
the academic year with the aim of growing an inclusive and positive Bamford 
Academy community. Feedback from parents surveys highlight these community 
events as being an invaluable support for new families to the school where positive 
friendships between families are forged- something that Bamford Pre-School children 
and families greatly appreciate. Pre-School families can also take advantage of the 
Academy Before and After School Clubs and holiday clubs - supporting working 
parents who need child-care provision outside of Pre-School times in order to work. 
By attending whole school events and the Academy’s Before and After School 
Clubs/holiday clubs, Pre-School children develop supportive and caring relationships 
with other Academy pupils and staff members –something that builds familiarisation 
and school readiness for Pre-School children. 

 



Therefore, we believe that prioritising admission for Bamford Pre-School children by 

a change to the Admissions Arrangements for September 2022 is in the best 
interests of these children and their families. 

 


