
Bamford Academy – Inspiring to Achieve 

   
    
 

Newsletter  
 

 5th March2021 

Be Positive, Be Respectful, Persevere 

 

We cannot wait to welcome 

all the children back on 

Monday 8th March 
 



Dear Parents and Carers, 
We are delighted to welcome children back to school for a full reopening on March 8th 2021. 

Thank you for your patience, your resilience and your support for the school during these 

difficult times. We are certainly looking forward to joining together as a community as soon as 

we possibly can. 

A Covid Safe Start 

The original risk assessed arrangements still stand so please observe the one way system, arrive at 

school at your child’s appointed bubble time and take care of each other by distancing in the 

playground. 

Session 1 classes: 8.30 - 3pm 

Swans, Goldcrests, Hawks, Woodpeckers 

Session 2 classes: 8.45 - 3.15 

Chicks, Robins, Falcons, Owls 

Session 3 classes: 9.00 – 3.30 

Ducklings, Kingfishers, Kestrels, Eagles 

We have additional measures in school to combat the new variants and ensure school is as safe 

as it can be for everyone. These include an updated risk assessment, a new larger cleaning team 

with more cleaners, new cleaning products even more effective at combatting Covid and twice 

weekly testing of staff.  

Talk to Us 

If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding your child’s return to school please contact us. 

The weekly Virtual Coffee Mornings will still be running where you can drop into a zoom 

meeting and say hello, ask questions or discuss any concerns. We will also send you this link via 

Arbor and email: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8113015071?pwd=OU9kaTduM2lXWm1oRUpXK2ZtRkhnQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 301 5071 

Passcode: GMbhv9 

Teachers will be contacting you to arrange a consultation week commencing 1st March to discuss 

your family’s needs coming back to school, to celebrate home and school learning and generally 

check in and make sure you are ok. We have surveyed all the children to get understand how 

they feel coming back to school and put provision in place for those who need extra support. 

Please look out for an invitation to a Teams meeting or notification of a telephone call. Please be 

aware that phone calls may come from a withheld number for the purposes of safeguarding staff, 

however, you will be consulted on the time and day in advance.  

Parent Remote Learning Survey Results 

92.5 % of parents felt the learning platforms were effective 



62.5% of children spent 3-4 hours or more on school work each day 

35% of children spent 1-3 hours on school work each day 

82.5% of parents felt their child had been sufficiently challenged by work provided 
70% of parents felt screen time was balanced with off screen activities 

25% of parents felt learning was too screen based 

85% of parents were happy with the provision and support provided by the teacher 

12.5% were neither satisfied or dissatisfied with the provision 

 

The average time parents spent supporting children was 3 hours per day 

 

The top 3 barriers to learning were:  

1. Child’s lack of motivation 
2. Lack of time for parent to support home learning 
3. Supporting siblings/distractions at home 

 

Parent comments 

The following are a selection of comments from the survey. If your comment doesn’t appear, it 

is because others have already raised your point and we have responded. Please do not be 

offended.  

The school has been too focused on pushing children on their work and not enough has been 

done to take into account the children’s emotional and mental well being. 

We are sorry you feel this way. We have published lots of family mental health and wellbeing tips in the weekly 

newsletter and provided opportunities for children to see their friends on Teams meets and live lessons. We will 

ensure that children’s mental health and well being is a high priority on return to school. 

Live lessons and contact with the teacher would greatly improve the children’s learning. More 

needs to be done for home schoolers, especially for parents that work full time so cannot give 

their child their full support that they need to complete their work. 

All teachers and TAs are online throughout the day to provide real time support for children at home. Depending 

on the age of the child, class teachers have provided live and recorded content matched to pupil age and attention 

level. You can find this content on the relevant learning platform. 

Class phonics on the zoom was very productive and my child engaged more. 

Thank you. We are glad this worked for your child. 

More feedback would be helpful regarding work completed for child to know how work could 

be developed/improved. Navigating the learning platform can be difficult for child in terms of 

knowing which tasks need completing each day. 

We recognise that remote learning is merely a way of delivering the curriculum, not a methodology, and as such it’s 

not ideal. Teachers will rectify any misconceptions once face to face teaching resumes. 

Some live classes for the younger years would be great. 

 

We did run some live classes in the early days and found that they were not ideal in terms of engagement with some 

of the younger children, especially when the cohort was split with some children in school and some at home. We 

found that shorter wellbeing check ins worked better. 



 

Would be helpful if class teachers did pre recorded class lessons of 20 minutes rather than 

directing everything to youtube & BBC videos. 

Some teachers provided personalised recorded content for their class when relevant but to pre-record every segment of 

learning would not be effective or possible because of the time it would take and the hosting of the data. We did 

consider our remote offer very carefully and there are occasions when content on YouTube, BBC or Oak Academy 

supplements and enhances the learning and these resources would have been used in school during face to face 

teaching anyway. 

"Live lessons" can be daunting for some children. Also due to multiple children and parents 

working from home it is not always possible to keep to a strict timetable eg. Mum in Zoom 

meeting (for the NHS) child may have to wait to have assistance with guided reading but it will 

be completed as soon as practicable. 

We recognise and appreciate the variety of home situations facing our families, which is why we have sought to 

tailor our provision to individual classes to be as inclusive as possible. 

 

I’m so impressed with the level of support…I feel my child hasn’t really lost out on his 

education at all really during this time. 

This is wonderful to hear. Thank you. 

 

The school have been amazing with the adaption of online learning however the platform 

Google Classroom didn’t make it easy to review our child’s work. 

Thank you for the feedback. Once we are back in school, children will be more au fait with Google Classroom as 

we use it to enhance learning in class. 

  

Bamford Academy has done an excellent job so my child has happily got on with online learning 

without needing my help as the support is outstanding from school. The only issues would be 

with the internet, but even with that the provider sorts it out very quickly. 

Thank you. We are very pleased to hear this. 

I think my child’s teachers have been absolutely world class.  

Thank you. 

I have felt 100% supported by both teachers. The communication home has been great and if I 

haven’t understood or needed to query anything I have always had a very quick response... 

Throughout this though I have felt fully supported by Bamford Academy and that is a huge 

credit to all the hard work that is clearly going into it by all the staff. So thank you for everything, 

it’s very much appreciated!! 

Thank you for such wonderful feedback. We really appreciate it. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on 8th March. 

Take care and stay safe. 

Ms Matthews 



  



 

Dear all, 

Questions from this week's Virtual Coffee Morning: 
 

Are teachers going to have the vaccine? 
We are waiting for an update from the local authority on this. This week they informed us that at present the 
vaccine roll out is for priority age groups and vulnerable groups only, occupations outside of those already 
considered are not currently being prioritised. 
 

Is there a requirement for children to have the vaccine. 
There has been no information disseminated to schools on whether children will be given the vaccine. Children 
do not have to have a test to attend school, although in secondary schools there is a testing programme, 
children are not refused entry to school if they have not been tested. The normal guidance applies that children 
should not attend if they feel unwell or display symptoms. 
 

Will school times be the same from next week? 
The same measures are in place as in September. Bubbles will continue with their staggered times. Peacocks will 
run the same also with a 5.30pm finish. 
 

Can children celebrate their birthday?  
Children are welcome to bring in individually wrapped sweets or cakes for birthday celebrations. When 
restrictions are lifted further we will organise some fun activities to compensate for those who have missed out 
during lockdown. 
 

Can homework be shared with parents on Google Classroom when school reopens? 
Yes, we will continue to use Google Classroom as a learning platform and we will also open it up to the younger 
years. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Ms L Matthews 
Principal 
 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

Please remember of Coffee Morning every Friday. This is an opportunity to speak with Ms Matthews, giving 

feedback or to re-join the Bamford Academy community.  

The meeting ID is as follows: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8113015071?pwd=OU9kaTduM2lXWm1oRUpXK2ZtRkhnQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 811 301 5071 
Passcode: GMbhv9 
 

Please remember the Peacock’s free morning and afternoon session is only available to children who have 

siblings who’s start time is different.  

The service is not to be used by families with one child, or families of children in different classes that begin at 

the same time.  

All children who wish to use the service MUST be booked in prior to arrival – we need this information to ensure 

we are adhering to the Government guidelines for the management of Covid risks.  

Should you arrive with your child whom is not booked in or does not require the service, there is a risk of 

rejection or you will be charged for the session. Mornings cost £5.50. 

We must think of those that need this service and keep those that are using at a minimum risk. 

Should you need wrap around child care in the current climate please book your child / ren into the Peacock’s 

morning or afternoon club.  

Should you have any comments or concerns, please speak with Miss Pearson or the Academy Office.  



                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

PEACOCK’S CLUB 

PRICE INCREASES 

Please note there will be an increase to the fees in Peacock’s 

Club from 1st April 2021. 

Price Increases 

From the 1st April 2021 the following 

price increases will be effective  

If you take advantage of the Academy’s usual holiday clubs, please could you 

take a moment to complete this survey centred on the dates and activities for the 

Easter Club. Many thanks 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/K2CRHRM 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/K2CRHRM


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

We are so happy to be returning to 

school, we’re ready to FLY! This week’s 

yoga pose is Airplane, also known as 

Warrior  3 (Virabhadrasana 3). 

Namaste 



 

  
Pre-School  

Awesome 

Work! 

 

Pre-School Golden Tie Winners of the Week 

Minahil won the 

golden tie for 

Good writing 

Ollie won the 

golden tie for 

good listeneing 

Charlie made a 

stick man- he said 

his daddy made 

brilliant stick men 

Fraser tried to 

write his name 

independently.  

Well done Fraser! 

Imaan has drawn a 

beautiful flower. I 

think we have a 

budding artist in our 

midst! 



 

 

 

  

Pre-School  

World Book Day – Pyjama Day 

A few photos of the children enjoying the day 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bamford Academy have been celebrating World Book Day, both in school and at home. The 

children have shared pictures of them reading at home and in school.  



  



 

 

  



  



     

 

  



 

  

Spanish 

Key stage 2 children are 

continuing to lean all the time. 

This week we were learning how 

to say and write about half past 

the hour.  

Peacocks 

Some of our 

early Peacock’s 

bird sharing 

their favourite 

bedtime stories 

for World Book 

day 

Matilda 

and Emily 

enjoying a 

healthy 

start to 

the 

morning. 

Oscar created possibly 

the longest Jenga line in 

the world!! Lots of 

concentration needed for 

this task! 

The children have 

enjoyed some sunshine 

this week too. 



CLASS DOJO ACHIEVEMENT 

PUFFLINGS Ollie Bradshaw Minahil Muther 

CHICKS Louie Nugent Maryam Hussain 

DUCKLINGS Sophia Malik Haifa Khan 

ROBINS Charlie Hirst Israh Sohail – 

Sarwar 

Aamin Aslam 

KINGFISHERS Archer Ogunyode Raye England 

GOLDCRESTS Teddy Williamson Adam Dunne 

SWANS Zakariyya Nasar Ayesha Bashir 

KESTRELS Ahmed Hussein Alissa Jolly 

FALCONS Eesa Ali Niamh Power 

Ely Coulton 

HAWKS The whole class The whole class 

WOODPECKERS Brogan Rendall – 

Mitchell 

Adam O’Donnell 

OWLS The whole class The whole class 

EAGLES Trinity Coomber Amelia Khab 

SPANISH KEY STAGE 1 KEY STAGE 2 

Ava Doolin Joe Firth 

PEACOCKS Cody Landers  

 

 


